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He was overjoyed to find that it'fucked as naturally
asif it had really jound a mother. The goat too
feemed to receive pleafure from the efforts of the
child, and (ufbmittgd without oppofition todifcharge

the duties of a nurfe, - Seep. 154
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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE Hiftory of Little Jack, in-
ferted in the Children’s Mif-
cellany, having met with univerfal
approbation as a piece excellently

calculated for the perufal of youngf
children, the Publither, willing to
diffufe as extenfively as poffible the
entertainment apd inftrution to be
derived from well-written works of
this kind, judged that fuch a purpofe
A3 would
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would be moft fully accomplithed
by his offering it to the public under
its prefent form. In this he bad
alfo a view towards accommodating
a numerous clafs of readers whofe
circumftances do net permit them
to become purchafersof expenfive
publications. The commodious fize
_-and reafonable price of the follow-.
-ing little book, it is thought, will
completely anfwer thefe ends.  And
dn order to amufe the imagination of
the young reader at the fame time
that his fentiments are improved, 2
very confidérable number of cuts

fuitable
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fuitable to the work, have been add-
ed, for the purpofe of illuftrating, in
the moft lively manner, the intereft-
ing fituations in which the little
Hero of the piece is reprefented.

Upon the whole, it is hoped that
the Hiftory of Little Jack will make
a refpetable addition to the library
of the very young ftudent, and con-
tribute, in common with other per-
formances of the fame kind, towards
the improvement of the rifing gene~
ration.

THE






THE
Hiftory of Little Fack.

HERE was once a poor lame

old man that lived in the mid{t

of a wide uncultivated moor, in the
north of England. He had former-
ly been a foldier, and had almoft
loft the ufe of one leg by a wound
he had received in battle, when he
was fighting againft the enemies of
his country.  This poor man, when
he found himfelf thus difabled,
buile
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built a little hut of clay, which he
covered . with turf dug from the -
common, He ‘had a_little bit of
ground, which he made a fhift to
cultivate with his own hands, and
which fupplied him with potatoes
and vegetables. Befides this, he
fometimes gained a few halfpence
by opening a gate for travellers,
which ftood near his houfe. He
did not indeed get much, becaufe
few people paffed that way. What
he earned was, however, enough
to purchafe clothes, and the few ne-
ceffaries he wanted. But though
poor, he was firi&tly honeft, and
never failed night and -morning to
addrefs his prayers to God; by

which
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which means he was refpected by
all who knew him, much more
than many who were fuperior to him
in rank and fortunc. This old man
had one domeftic. In his walks
over the common, he one day found
a litle kid that had loft its mother,
and was almolt famifhed with hun-
ger: he took it home to his cottage,
fed it with the produce of his garden,
and nurfed it till it grew firong and
vigorous. Little Nan (for that was
the name he gave it) returned his
cares with gratitude, and became as
much attached to him as a dog.
All day fhe browfed upon the her-
bage that grew around his hut, and
at night repofed upon the fame bed

of



—
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ftraw with her mafter.  Frequently
did fhe divert him with her inno-
cent tricks and gambols. She
would neftle her little head in his
bofom, and eat out of his hand part
of his f{canty allowance of bread;
which he never failed to divide with
his favourite. The old man often

* beheld her with filent joy, and, in

the innocent effufions of his heart,
would lift his hands to heaven, and
thank the Deity, that, even in the
midft of poverty and diftrefs, had

raifed him up one faithful friend.
One night, in the beginning of
winter, the old man thought he
heard the feeble cries and lamenta-
tions of a ¢hild, As he was natu-
rally
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rally charitable, he arofe and ftruck
alight, and, going out of his cottage,
examined on every fide. It was not
long before he difcerned an infant,
which had probably been dropped
by fome ftrolling beggar or gypfy.
The old man ftood amazed at the
fight, and knew not what to do.
¢Shall 1,”(aid he,¢“whofind it fodiffi-
cult to live at prefent, incumber my-
felf with the care of an helplefs in-
fant, that will not for many years be
capable of contributing to its own
fubfiftence? And yer,”added ke, foft-
ening with pity, “canIdeny afliftance
to an human being ftill more mife-
rable than myfelf 7—Will not that
Providence which feeds the birds of
b3 : the
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the wood and the beafls of the field,
and which has promifed to blefs all
thofe that are kind and charitable,
affit my feeble endeavours ?—At
leaft, let me give it food and lodg-
ing for this night; for without I re-
ceive it into my cottage, the poor
abandoned wretch mufl perith with
cold before the morning.”" Saying.
this, he took it up in his arms, and
perceived it was a fine healthy boy,
though covered with rags ; the lit-
tle foundling too feemed to be fen-
fible of his kindnefs, and, {miling in
his face, ftretched out his little arms,
as if to embrace his benefattor. .
"When he had brought it into his

hut, he began to be extremely em-

; barrafled
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barraffed how to procure it food : but
Jooking at Nan, he recollected that
fhe bad juft loft her kid, and faw her
udder diftended with milk : he there-
fore called her to him, and, pre-
fenting the child to the teat, was
overjoyed to find that it fucked as
naturally as if it had really found 2
mother. The goat too feemed to re-
ceive pleafure from the efforts of the
child, and fubmitted without oppo-
fition to difcharge the duties of a
nurfe. Contented with this experi-
ment, the old man wrapt the child
up as warmly as he could, and
ftretched himfelf out to reft, with the .
confcioufnefs of having done an hu-
mane a&ion. Early the next morn-

B2 ing
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ing hewas awakened by the cries of
the child for food; which, with the
aflitance of his faithful Nan, he
fuckled as he had done the night
before. And now the old man be-
gan to feel an interelt ia the child,
which made him defer fome ume
longer the taking meafures to be de-
livered from itscare. ¢ Who knows,”
faid he, ¢* but Providence, which has
preferved this child in fo wonderful
a manner, may have deflined it to
fomething equally wonderful in its
“ future life;.and may blefs me as the
humble agent of its decrees? At leaft,
as he grows bigger; he will be a
pleafure and comfort to me, in this
” lonely cabin, and will affitt in cutting
turf
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*turf for fuel, and cultivating the
garden.” From this time he became
more and more attached to the litile
foundling ; who, in a fhort time,
learned to confider the old man as &
parent, and delighted him with its
innocent carefles. Gentle Nanny
100, the goat, feemed to adopt him
with equal tenderne(s as her off-
fpring: the would ftretch herfelf out
upon the ground, while he crawled
wpon his hands and knees towards
ther; and when he had fatisfied his
-hunger by fucking, he would neftle
between her legs and go to fleep in
her bofom. t

It was wonderful to {ee how this
zhild, thus left to natire, increafed
B3 in
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in ftrength and vigour. Unfettered
by bandages or reftraints, his limbs
acquired their due proportions and
form ;-bis countenance was full and
florid, and gave indications of per-
fe&t healkhs ‘and, amge when
other children arg fcarcely able to
fupport themfelves with the affiftance
of a nurfe, thislittle foundling could
ran alone. It was true that he fome-
times failed in his attempts, and fell
to the ground ; but the ground was
{oft, and Little Jack, for {o the old
man called him, wasnot tender orde-
licate ; he never minded thumps or
bruifes, but boldly fcrambled up
again and purfued his way. In a
thort time, Litcle Jack was complete~

ly
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ly mafter of his legs; and as the
{fummer came on, he attended his
mamma, the goat, upon the com-
mon, and ufed to play with her for
hours together ; fometimes. rolling
under her belly, now climbing upon
her back, and frifking about asif he
had been really a kid. Asto his
clothing, Jack was not much in-
cumbered with it; he had neither
fhoes nor ftockings, nor fhirt ; but
the weather was warm, and Jack felt
himfelf fo much lighter for every
kind of exercife. In a fhort time
after this, Jack began to imitate the
founds of his papa the man, and his
mamma the goat ; nor was it long
before he learned to {peak artico-

: lately..
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lately. The old man, delighted wth
this firt \dawn. of reafon, wled to
place him upon bis kace, and con-
verfe with him for hours together,
while his, pottage was {lowly: boiling
amid the embers:of aturf fire. As
he grew -bigger, Jack became of
confiderable iufe  to ‘his father; he
could eruft him <o lock . after the
‘gate, and open it during his ablence:
and, as to. the. cookery of the fa-
auily, itiwas not.dong before Jack
was a complete proficient, and could
make broth almeft as well :as his
" daddy him{elf. + During the winter
nights, the old:man ufed to enter~
tain him .with ftories .of what ke
-bad {een.during his yauth ; the bat-

3 des



LITTLE JACK. at

tles and fieges he had been witnefs
to, and the hard(hips he had under-
gone: all this he related with fo
much vivacity, that Jack was never
tired of liftening. But what de-
lighted him beyond meafure was to
fee daddy fhoulder his crutch, in-
ftead of a mufket, and give the word
of command. To the right—to the
leftf—prcfent—-ﬁre—march—-halt-—I
all this was familiar to Jack’s ear as
foon as he could fpeak ; and before
he was fix years old he poized and
prefented a broom-ftick, which his
daddy gave him f&r that purpofe,
with as good a grace as any foldier
of his age in Europe.
The old man too inftruéted him
in
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in fuch plain and fimple morals and
religion, ‘as he was able to explain.
€ Never tell an untruth, Jack,” faid
he, “ even though you were to be
flayed alive; a foldier never lies”

Jack held up his head, marched
acrofs the floor, and promifed his
daddy that he would always tell the
4 cruth
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truh bke a foldier. But the old
man, as he was fomething of a {cho-
Jar, had a great ambition that his
darling fhould learn to read and
write; and this was a work of fome
difficulty ; for he had neither printed
book, nor pens, nor paper, in his ca-
bin.: Indufiry, however, enables us
to overcome difficulties; in the fum-
mer-time, as the old man f{at before
his cottage, he would draw lescers in
the fand, and teach Jack o pame
them fingly, until he was acquaicted
with the whole alphabet.. \He then
proceeded to {yllables, and after that
to words; all which his little pupil
learned to pronounce with great fa-
cility : and, as he had a firong pro-

penfity,



\
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penfity to imitate what he faw, he
not only acquired the power of read-
ing words, but of tracing all the
letters which compofed them, on
the fand.

About this time, the poor goat
which had nurfed Jack fo faithfully,
grew ill and died. He tended her
with the greateft affeCtion and affi-
duity during her illnefs, brought her
the frefhett herbs for food, and would
frequently fupport her head for hours
together upon his little bofom. But
it was all in vain; he loft his poor
mammy, as he ufed to call her, and
was for fome time inconfolable ; for
Jack, though his knowledge was

beunded, had an uncommon degree
of



LITTLE JACK. 25

of gratitude and affeGtion in his tem-
per. He was not able to talk as
finely about love, tenderne(s, and
fenfibility, as many other litile boys,
that have enjoyed gi’catcr advantages
of education ; but he felt the reality
of them in his heart, and thought it
{o natural to love every thing that
loves us, that he nevereven fufpe@ed
it was poffible to do otherwife. The
poor goat was buried in the old man’s
garden, and thither Little Jack would .
often come and call upon his poar
mammy Nan, and afk her why fhe
had left him? One.day, as he was
thus employed, a lady happened to
come by in a carriage, and overheard
him before he was aware. Jack ran
} c in
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inan inftant to open the gate ; but the

was bemoaning fo pitifully, and call-
ing upon_.z—jagk apfwered, that it
was his poor mammy, thar was bu-
ried in the garden. . The lady
thought it very odd to hear of fuch
a burial-place, and therefore pro-

ceeded
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teeded to queftion him. ¢ How
did your mamma get her living ?”
faid the. - ¢ She ufed to graze here
upon the common all day long,”
faid Jack.- The lady was ftill more
-aftonithed ; but the old man came
out of his hur, and explained the
‘whole affair to her, which furprifed
her verymuch; for though this lady
had feen a great deal of the world,
and had read a variety of books, it
had never once entered into her head
that a child might grow ftrong and
vigorous by fucking a goat, inftead
of eating pap. She therefore looked
at Jack with amazement, admired
his brown but animated face, and
praifed his fhape and a&ivity. « Will

c2 you
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you go with me, little boy #” faisﬁ
fhe, ‘cand I will take care of you, if
you behave well.”—< No,” faid
Jack, “I muft ftay with daddy ; he
has taken care of me for many
years, and now I mufttake care of
bim; otherwife I fhould like very
wellto go with fuch a fweet, good-
natured lady.” The lady was not
difpleafedwith Jack’sanfwer,and put-
ting her hand in her pocket,gave him
half a crown, to buy him thoes and
ftockings,and purfued her journey.
Jack was not unacquainted with
the ufe of money, as he had been of-
ten f{ent to the next village to pur-
chafe bread and neceffaries; but he
was totally unacquainted with the
ufe
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ufe of thoes and ftockings, which he
had never worn'in his life, or felt the
want of. = The next day, however,
the old man bade him run to town,
and lay his money out as the lady
had defired ; for he had too much
honour to think of difobeying her
commands, or fuffering it to be ex-
pended for any other purpofe. It was
not long before Jack returned ; but
theold man was much furprifed tofee
bim come back as bare as he went
.'out. “Heigh, Jack!" faid he, “where
are the fhoes and ftockings whichyou
were topurchafe ?”’—¢<Daddy,” an-
fwered Jack, 1 went to the thop,
and tried a pair for fport, but found
them fo cumberfome, that I could
; c3 not



30 THE HISTORY OF

not walk, and I would not wear fuch
things, even if the lady would give
me another half-crown for doing it ;
fo I l2id my money out in a warm
jacket for you, becaufe the winter is
coming on, and you feem to be more
afraid of the cold than formerly.”
Many fuch inftances of condut did
Jack difplay ; from which it was
cafy to perceive, that he had an ex-
cellent foul and generous temper.
One failing, indeed, Jack was lia- -
ble to: though a very good-natured
boy, he was a little too jealous of his
honour. His daddy had taught bim
the ufe of his hands and legs, and
Jack had fuch difpofitions for the art
of boxing, that he could beat every

boy
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boy in the neighbourhood, ofhis age
and fize. Even if they were a head
taller, it made no difference to Jack,
provided they faid any thing to
wound his honour; for, otherwife he
was the moft mild, pacific creature
in the world.  One day, that he had
been fent to the village, he returned
with his eyes black, and his face
fwelled to a frightful fize: it was
even with difficulty that he was able
to walk at ali, fo fore was he with
the pommelling he bad received.
¢ What have you been doing now,
Jack?” faidtheold man. «“Only fight-
ing with Dick the butcher,”—¢You
rogue,” faidthe old man, “heistwice
. as big as you are, and the beft fighter
in
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“inallthecountry.”--¢“Whatdoes that
fignify ?” faid Jack : ““hecalledyouan
old beggar-man, and then I itruck
him ; and I will ftrike him again
whenever he calls you fo, even if he
fhould beat me to pieces; for you
know, daddy,.that you are not 2
beggar-man, but a foldier.”

In this manner lived Little Jack,
until he was twelve years old : at
this time his poor old daddy fell fick,
_‘and became incapable of moving
about. Jack did every thing he
. could think of for the ' poor man; he
made him broths, he fed him with
" bis own hands, he watched whole
" nightsby his bed-fide, fupporting his
head,and helping him when he want-

ed
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ed to move. But it was all in vain;;
his poor daddy grew daily worfe,
and perceived it to be impoffible
that he fhould recover. He one day
therefore called Little Jack to his
bed-fide, and prefling his hand affec-
tionately, told him that be was juft
going to die. Litule Jack burftintoa
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flood of tears at this information ; but
his daddy defired him to compofe
himfelf, and attend to the laft advice
be thould be able to give him. 1
havelived,” faidthe old man,“a great
many years in poverty, but I do not
know that I have been worfe off than
if I had been rich: I have avoided -
perhaps many faults, and many un-
eafinefles, which I fhould have incur-
red had I been in another fituation ;
and though 1 have often wantedia
meal and always fared hard, I have
enjoyed as much health and life as
ufually falls to the lot of my betters.
Iam now going to die; I 'feel it in
every part ; the breath will foon'be
out of my body ; then TThall'be put

in
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in the ground, and the worms will
eat your poor old daddy.” At this
Jack renewed his tears and fobbings,
for he was unable to reftrain them.
But the old man faid, * Have pa-
tience, my child ; though I fhould
leave this world, as I have always
been ftri¢tly honeft,and endeavoured
to do my duty, -I do not doubt but
God will pity me, and convey me
to a better place; where I thallbe
happier than I have ever been here.
This is what I have always taught
you, and this belief gives me the
greatelt comfort in my laft moments.
The only regret I feel, is for you,
my deareft child, whom I feave un-
provided for, But you are ftrong

and
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and vigorous, and almoft ableto get
your living. Asfoonas am dead,you
muft go to the next village, and in-
form the people, that they may come
and bury me. ~ You mufl then en-
aéavqur to get jnté fervice, and work
for your Tiving ; and, if you are
ftrictly honeft and fobcr, I do not
doubt that you wxll find 4 livelibood,
and that God, who isthe common
father of all, will prote& and blefs
you. Adieu, my child; I grow .
fainter and fainter. Never forgét
your poor old daddy, nor the exam-
ple he has fet you; but, in every fitu-
ation of life, di ['cHaAo-e yourduty, and
live like a foldier, and a chriftian.”
thcn the old man had with difh-
culty
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culty uttered thefe laft inftruétions,
his voice entirely failed him, his
limbs grew cold and ftiff, and in.a
few minutes he expired without 2
groan. Litile Jack, who hung cry-
ing over his daddy, called upon him
in vain, in vain endeavoured to re-
vive him. At length he pulled off
his clothes; went into his daddy’s
bed, and endeavoured for many
hours to animate him with the
« warmth of his own body; but find-
g all his endeavours fruitlefs, he
concluded that he was indeed dead ;
and therefore, weeping bitterly, he
dreft himfelf, and went to the village,
as he had been ordered. The poor
litle boy was thus left entirely def~
D titute,
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titute, and knew not what to do; but
one of the farmers, who had been
acquainted with him before, offered
to take him into hxs houfe, and give
him his vi€tuals, fora few months,
till he could find 2 fervice. Jack
thankfully accepted the offer, and
ferved him faithfully for feveral
months ; durlng which time he
learnt to milk, to drive the plough
and never refufed any kind of work
he was able to perform. But, by ill.
luck, this good-natured farmer cén-
trated a fever, by overheating him-
felf in the harveft, and died in the
beginning of winter. His wife was
therefore obliged to dlfcharge her
fervants, and Jack was again turned
locfe
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loofe upon the world, with only his
clothes, and a (hilling in his pocker,
which his kind miftrefs had made
him a prefent of./ He was very
forry for the lofs of his mafter; but

he was now grown bigger and ftron- .

ger, and thought he (hould eafily

find employment. He therefore fet.

out upon his travels, walking all day,
and inquiring at every farm-houfe
for work. But in this'attempt he was
_ unfortunate, for iobody chofeto em-~
ploy a ftranger; and though he liv-
ed with the greateft economy, he
foon found himfelf in a worfe fitua-
tion than ever, without a farthing in
his pocket, or a morfel of bread to
cat. Jack however was not of a tem-

D2 per
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per to be eafily caft down ; he walk-
ed refolutely on all day, but towards
evening was overtaken by a violent
ftorm of rain, which wetted him to
the {kin before he could find a buth
for fhelter. Now poor Jack began to
think of his old daddy, and the com-
forts he had formerly enjoyed upon
the common, where he had always
a roof to fhelter him, and a flice of
bread for fupper. But tears and la-
mentations were vain; and there-
fore, as foon as the ftorm was over,
he purfued his journey, in hopes of
finding fome barn or out-houfe to
creep into-for the reft of the night.
While he was thus wandering about,
- he faw at fome diftancea great light,
which
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which feemed to come from fome
prodigious fire. Jack did not know
what this could be; but in his pre-
fent fituation, he thought a fire no
difagreeable objeft, and thercfore
determined to approach it. Whea
he came nearer, he faw a large
building, which feemed to {pout fire
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and fmoke at feveral openings, and
heard an inceflant noife of blows,
and the rattling of chains. Jack was
at firlt a little frightened, but fum-
moning all his courage, he crept
cautioufly on to the building, and
1looking through a chink, dilcovered
feveral men and boys employed in
blowing fires and hammiering burn-
ing mafles of iron. This was a
very comfortable fight to him.in his
prefent forlorn condition ; fo finding
a door half open, he ventured in,
and placed himfelf as near as he da-
red to one of the flaming furnaces.
It was not long before he was difco-
vered by one of the workmen, who
afked him, roughly, what bufinefs-

~ he
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he had there? Jack an{wered, with
great humility, that he was a poor
boy looking outfor work ; thathehad
had no food all day, and was wet to
the fkin with the rain, which was
evident enough from the appearance
of his clothes. By great good luck,
the man he {poke to was good-natu-
red, and therefore not only permit-
ted him to ftay by the fire, but gave
-him fome ‘broken vi&uals for his
fupper. After this, he laid himfelf
down in a corner, and flept without
difturbance till morning. He was
fcarcely awake the next day, when
the mafter of the forge came in to
overlook his men, who finding Jack
- and hearing his ftory, began to re-
" proach

.
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proach him as'a lazy vagabond, and
afked' him why he did not work
for his living.  Jack aflured- him
there was nothing he fo earneftly
defired, and that if he would pleafe
to employ him; there was nothing
that he'would not do to earn a fub-
fittence. ¢ Well, my boy,” faid the
mafter, «if this is true, you fhall foon
be tried ; nobody need be idle here.”
So calling his foreman, he ordered
him to fet that lad to work, and pay
him in proportion to his deferts.
Jack now thought himfelf com-
‘pletely happy, and worked with fo
much affiduity, that he foon gained
~a comfortable livelihood, and ac-

qmred the efleem of his matter. /
3 _But,



LITTLE JACK. 435

But, unfortunately, he was a little
too unreferved in his converfation,
and communicated the ftory of his
former life and education. This
was great matter of diverfion to all
the other boys of the forge; who
whenever they were inclined to be
merry, would call him Little Jack the
beggar-boy, and imitate the baaing
of a goat. " This was too much for
his irafcible temper, and he never
failed to refent it ; by which means
he was engaged in continual quar-
rels and combats, to the great dif-
turbance of the houfe; fo that his
matter, though in other refpecs per-
fe&tly fatisfied with his behaviour,

began
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began to fear that lte fhould at laft
be obliged to difcharge him.

It happened ohe day that a large
company of gentlemen and ladies
were introduced to fee the works:

2 w

The mafter attended them, and ex-

plained, with great politenefs, every .
part
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part of his manufacture. / They
viewed with aftonithment/ the dif-
ferent methods by which that ufeful
and neceflary ore of iron is render-
ed fit for human ufe. They exa-
mined the furnaces where it is melt-
ed down, to difengage it from the
drofs, with which it is mixed in
the bowels of the earth, and whence .
it runs dawn in liquid torrents like
fire. They beheld with equal plea-
fure the prodigious hammers which,
moved by the force of water, mould
it into mafly bars, for the fervice of
man. While they were bufy in ex-
amining thefe different procefles,
they were alarmed.by a fudden noife
of difcord, which broke out on the

other
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other fide of the building ; and the
_mafter inquiring into the caufg, was
told, that it was only Little Jack who

. At this, the mafter cried out, in a
paffion, ¢ There is no peace to be
expe&ted .in the furnace, while that
little rafcal is employed; fend him to

: me,
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me, and I will inftantly difcharge
him.”/ At this moment Jack ap-
peared, all covered with blood and
dirt, and flood before his angry
judge in a modeft but refolute pof-
ture. ¢ Is this the reward,” faid his
mafter, < you little audacious vaga-
bond, for all my kindnefs? Can you
never refrain a fingle inftant from
broils and fighting ? But I'am de- -
termined to bear it no longer: and
therefore you fhall never, from this
hour, do a fingle ftroke of work for
me”.—¢¢ Sir,” replied Jack, with
great bumility, but yet with firmnefs,
< I am extremely forry to have dif-
obliged you, nor have I ever done it
willingly fince I have been here; and

E if
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if the other boys would ornly mind
their bufinefs as well as I do, and
not moleft me, you wounld not have
been offended. now ; for I .defy them
all to fay, that fince I have been in
the houfe I have ever given any one
the leaft provocation, or ever refufed,
to the utmoft of my ftrength, to do
whatever I have been ordered.”—
¢ That’s true in good faith,” faid the
foreman ; ¢ I muft do Little Jack the
Jjuftice to fay that there is not a more
honeft, fober, and induftrious lad
about the -place.. Set him to what
you will, he never fkulks, ncver
grumbles, never {flights his work;
and if it were not for a little paffion
and fighting, I don’t believe there

would
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would be his fellow in England.”—
¢s Well,” {aid the mafter,alittle mol-
Iified, ¢ but what is the caufe of all
this {udden difturbance ?”—¢¢ Sir,”
anfwered Jack, ¢ it is Tom that has
been abufing me, and telling me that
my father was a beggar-man and my
mother a nanny-goat ; and, when I
defired him to be- quiet, he went
baaing all about the houfe ; and this
¥ could not bear, for as to my poor
father, he was an honeft foldier, and
if I did fuck a goat, the was the
beft creature in the world; and I
won't hear her abufed while I bave
any ftrength in my body.” At this
barangue the whole audience were
fearcely able to refrain from laugh-

E 2 ing ;
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ing; and the mafter, with more com-
pofure, told Jack to mind his bufi-
nefs, and threatened the other boys
with punithment, if they difturbed
him.

But a lady who was in company
feemed particularly interefted about
Litde Jack, and when fhe had heard
his ftory, faid, ¢ This muft certdin-
ly be the little boy who opened 2
gate feveral years paft for me upon
Norcot Moor. I remember being
ftruck  with his appearance, and
hearing him lament the lofs of the
goat that nurfed him. I was very
much affetted then with his hiftory 3
and fince he deferves fo good a cha-
ralter, if you will part with him, I

- will
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will inftantly take him into my fer-
vice.” The mafter replied, that he
fhould part with him with great fati(-
fa&ion to fuch an excellent miftrefs ;
that indeed the boy deferved all the
commendations which had been giv-
en ; but fince the other lads had fuch
an habit of plaguing, and Jack was of
fo impatient a temper, he defpaired
of ever compofing their animofities.
Jack was then called, and informed
of the lady’s offer, which he inftant-
ly accepted with the greateft readi-
nefs, and received immediate direc--
tions to her houfe.
Jack was now in a new {phere of
. fife. His face was wafthed, his hair
combed, he was clothed afreth, and
appeared a very {marc alive had.
. E 3 His
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His bufinefs was, to help in the fta- -
ble, to water the horfes, to clean
thoes, to perform errands, and -to
do all the jobs of the family ; and
in the difcharge of thefe fervices,
he foon gave univerfal fatisfa&ion.
He was indefatigable in doing what
he was ordered, never grumbled, or
- appeared out of temper, and {eem-
ed fo quiet and inoffenfive in his
manners, that every body wondered
how he had acquired the chara&erof
being quarrelfome. In a fhort time
he became both the favourite and
the drudge of the whole family ; for
{peak but kindly to him and call
him a little foldier, and Jack was
at every one’s difpofal. “This was
Jack’s particular foible and va-
nity ;
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nity ; at his leifure hours he would
divert himfelf by the hour together,
in poizing a dung-fork, charging
with a broom-ftick, and ftanding
fentry at the fable-door. Another
propenfity of Jack’s which now dif-
covered_itfelf, was an immoderate
love of horfes. The inftant he was
introduced into theftable, he attach-
ed himfelf {o ftrongly to thefe ani-
mals, that you would have taken.
him for one of the fame fpecies, or
at leaft a near relation. Jack was
never tired with rubbing down and
currying them; the coachman had
fearcely any bufinefs but to fit up-
on his box; all the operations of

the flable were entrufted to Little
: ' . Jack,
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Jack, nor was it ever known thathe
negle&ted afingle particular. But what
gave him more pleafure than all the
reft, was fometimes to accompany
his miftrefs upon a little horfe, which |
he managed with infinite dexteriry.
Jack too difcovered a grear dif-
pofition for all the ufeful and mecha-
nic arts. He had ferved an appren-
ticethip already to the manufa&ory
of iron, and of this he was almofl as
vain as being a foldier. As he be-
gan to extedd his knowledge of the
world, he faw that nothing could be
done without iron. ¢ How would
you plough the ground,” faid Jack ;
 how would you dig your garden;
how swould you even light a fire,
‘ drefs
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drefs a dinner, fhoe a horfe, or do
the leaft thing in the world, if we
workmen at the forge did not take
the trouble of preparing it for you ?”
Thus Jack would fometimes expa- -
tiate upon the dignityandimportance
of his own profeffion, to the great

admiration of all the other fervants.
Thefe
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. Thefe ideas naturally gave Jack
a grcat efteem for the profeffion of 2
black{mith, and in his occafional
vifits to the forge with the horfes,
he -learnt to make and fix a {hoe as
neatly as any artiit in the counury.

Nor were Jack's talents confined
to the manufaftory of iren; his love
of horfes was fo great, and his inte--
relt in every thing that related to
them, that it was not long before
he acquired a‘very.competent know-
ledge in the art of fadlery.

Jack would alfo fometimes ob-
ferve the carpenters when they were
at work, and fometimes by ftealth
attempt the management of their
tools; in which he fucceeded as

well
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well as in every thing elfe; fo that
he, was looked upon by every body
as a very a&ive, ingenious boy.
There was in the famlly where he
now lived a young gentleman, the
nephew of his miftrefs, who had loft
his parents, and was therefore
brought up by his aunt. As Maf-
ter Willets was fomething younger
thao Jack, and a very good-natured
boy, he foon began to take notice of
him, and be much diverted with his
company. Jack, indeed, was not
undeferving this attention ; for al-
though he could not boaft any great
advantages of education, hiscondué&
was entirely free from all the vices
to which fome of the lower clafs of
people
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people are fubje. Jack was never
heard to {wear, or exprefs himfelf
with any indecency.- He was civil
and refpe@ful in his manners to all
his fuperiors, aud uniformly good-
natured to his equals. In refpett
to the animals entrufted to his care,
he not only refrained from ufing
them ill, but was never tired with
doing them good offices. . Added
"to this, he was fober, temperate,
hardy, active, and ingenious, and
defpifed a lie as mnch as dny ‘of his
betters. Mafter Willets now began
to be much pleafed with playing
at cricket and trap-ball with Jack,
-who excelled at both thefe games.
Mafler Willets had a little horfe

which
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which Jack looked after; and, not
_contented" with looking after him in
the beft manner, he ufed to ride
him at his leifure hours with fo
much care and addrefs, that in a
fhort time he made him the moft
gentle and docile little animal in
the country. Jack had acquired
this knowledge, partly from his own
experience, and partly from paying
particular attention to an itinerant
riding-mafter that had lately exhibit-
ed various feats in that neighbour-
hood. Jack attended him fo clofe-
ly, and made fo good an ufe of his
time, that he learned to imitate almoft
every thing he faw, and ufed to di-
vert the fervants and his young ma¥-

F ter



62 THE HISTORY OF

* ter with a@ing the taylor’s riding to
Brentford. )

The young gentleman had a maf-
ter who ufed to come three times a
week toteach him accounts, and
writing, and geography. Jack ufed
to be fometimes in the room while
the leffons were given, and liftened,
: accord-
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according to cuftom, with fo much
dttention to all that paffed, that-he
received very confiderable advan-
tage for his own improvement. He
had now a little money, and he laid
fome of it out to purchafe pens and
paper and a flate, with which at
night he .ufed to imitate every thing
he had heard and feen in the day;
and his lile mafter, who began
to love him very fincerely, when
he faw him fo defirous of improve-
ment, contrived, under one pretence
or-another, to have him generally
in the room while he was receiving

inftru&ion himfelf.
In this manner Jack went on for
fome years, leading a life very
B2 agree-
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agreeable to himfelf, and difcharg-
ing his duty very much to the fatif-
faction of his miftrefs. An unluc-
ky accident at length happened to
interrupt his tranquillity. A young
gentleman came down to vifit Maf-
ter Willets, who having been edu-
cated in France, and among genteel
people in London, had a very great
tafte for finery, and a fupreme con-
tempt for all the vulgar. His drefs
too was a little patticular as well as
his manners; for he {fpent half his time
in adjufting his head, wore a large
black bag tied to his hair behind,
and would fometimes ftrut about for
half an hour together with his hat
under his arm, and a little fword by

his
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his fide. This young man had a

fupreme contempt. for all the vul-
gar, which he did not attempt to
conceal; and when he had heard
the ftory of Jack’s birth and educa-
tion, he could f{carcely bear to be in
the fame room with him. Jack
foon -perceived the averfion which

- F 3 the
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the firanger entertained for him, and
at firt endeavoured to remove.it,
by every civility in his power; but
when he found that he gained no-
thing by all his humility, his temper,
naturally haughty, took fire, and, as
far as he dared, he plainly fhowed all
the refentment he felt.

It happened one day, after Jack
had received fome very mortifying
ufage from this young gentleman,
- that, as he was walking along the
road, he met with a fhow-man who
was returning from a neighbour-
ing fair* with fome wild beafts in
a cart.  Amongft the reft was a
middle-fized monkey, who was
not under cover like the reft, and

2 played
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played fo many antic tricks, and
made fo many grimaces, as en-
gaged all Jack’s attention, and de-
lighted him very much; for he al-
ways had a propenfity or every {pe-~
cies of drollery.  After a variety of
queftions and converfation, the
thow-man, who probably wanted to
be rid of his monkey, propofed to
Jack to purchafe him for haif a
crown. Jack could not refift the
temptation of being mafter of fuch a
droll diverting animal, and.therefore
agreed to the bargain. But when he
was left alone with-his purchafe,
whom be led along by a chain, he
foon began to repent his hafte, and

knew not how to. difpofe of him.
As
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As there was, however, no re-
medy, Jack brought him carefully
home, and confined him fafe in an
out-houfe which was not applied to
any ufe.  In this firuation he kept
him feveral days, without accident,
and frequently vifited him at his lei-
fure hours, with apples, nuts, and
fuch other prefents as he could pro-
cure. Among the other tricks which
the ‘monkey had been taught to
perform, he would rife upon his
hind-legs at the word of command,
- and bow with the greateft politenefs
to the company. Jack, who had
found out thefe accomplifbments in
his  friend, could ‘not refift the im-
pulfe of making them’ fubfervient

: : to
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to his refentment. He therefore, one
day, procured fome: flour, with
which he powdered his monkey’s
head, fixed a large paper bag to his
neck, put an old hat under his arm,
and tied a large iron fkewer to his
fide, inftead of a fword; and thus

accoutred led him about with infi-
nite
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nite fatisfa%‘ion,’ calling him Mon-
fieur, and jébbering fuch -broken
French as. he*had picked up from
the converfation of the vifitor. It
happened very - unluckily- at this.
very inftant, that the young gentle-
man himfclf pafled by, and inftantly
faw, at one glance, the intended co-
py of himfelf, and all the malice of
Litcde Jack, who was leading him
along, and calling to him toe hold up
his head and look like a perfon of
fathion.  Rage inftantly took pof-
feffion of his mind, and, drawing
his {word, which he happened to
have on, he run the poor monkey
through with a fudden thruft, and
laid him- dead: upon’ the ground.
What
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What more he might have done, is
uncertain ; for Jack, who was notof
a temper to fee calmly fuch an out-
rage committed upon an animal
whom he confidered as his friend,
flew upon him like a fury, and,
wrefting the fword out of his hand,
broke it into twenty pieces, The

young
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young gentleman himfelf received a
fall in the fcuffle, which, though it
did him no material damage, daub-
ed all his clothes,and totally fpoiled
the whole arrangement of his drefs.
At this inftant the lady herfelf, who
had heard the noife, camedown, and
_ the violence of poor Jack was too
apparent to be excufed. Jack, in-
deed, was fubmiffive to his miftrefs,
whom he was very forry to have of-
fended ; but when he was ordered to
make conceffions to the young gen-
tleman, as the only conditions upon
which be could be kept in the fami-
ly, he abfolutely refufed. He own-
ed, indeed, that he was much to
blame for refenting the provocations

he
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he had received, and endeavouring
to make his miftre{s’s company ridi-
culous; but as to what he had done
in defence of his triend the monkey,
there were no poffible arguments
which could convince him he was in
the lealt to blame; nor would he
have made fubmiffions to the king
himfelf.  This unfortunate obftina-~
cy of Jack’s was the occafion of his
being difcharged, very much to the
regret of the lady herlelf, and ftill
more to that of Malter Willets.
Jack therefore packed up his clothes
in alittle bundle, fhook all his fel-
low-fervants by the hand, took an
affeQionate leave of his kind matter,

e and
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and once more fallled out upon his
trave]s.

" He had not walked far before"he
came to a town, where a party of
foldlers were beating up for volun-
teers. Jack mingled with the crowd
that furroundcd the recruiting fer-

geant,

“
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geant, and liftened with great plea="
fure to the Tound of the fifes and
d‘r’u‘t'ng,"hdf ‘could heé help mecha~
nically Holding up his bead, and
&epp'mg forward with an air that
fhowed ‘the trade was not ‘entirely
new to him. The fergeant {oon took

notice of thefe geftures, and feeing
2 g G2 - him
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him a fireng likely lad, came vp to
him, clapped him upon the back,
and afked him if he would enlift.
“Youareabrave boy,”faid he,*“Ican
fee it in your looks=—Come along
with us, and [ don’t doubt in a few
“wecks you’ll be as complete a fole
dier as thofe who have been in the
army for years.™ Jack made no an-
fwer to this, but by inftantly poizing
his ftick, cocking his hat fiercely,
and going through the whole ma-
nual exercife.—~¢¢ Prodigious, in-
deed!” cried the fergeant ; “Ifee you
have been in the'army already, and
can eat fire as well as any of us. But
come with us, my brave lad; you
fhall live well, have little to do, but
now
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mow and then fight for your King
and country, as every gentleman
ought ; 4nd in a fkort time, T don’
doubt but I fhall fee you a captain,
or fome great man, rolling in wealth,
which you have got out of the fpoils
of yourenemies.”—<*No,” faid Jack:
¢ ‘captain’! that will never do—no
tricks upon travellers—I know better
what I have to expe if I enlit—I
mutft lie hard, live hard, expofe my
life and limbs every hour of the day,
and be foundly cudgelled every now
andthen intothebargain.”--¢‘Oons!”
cried the fergeant, “ where did the
young dog pick up all this? He
is enoug‘h'to make a whole compa-

G3 ny
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ny defert.”—¢No,” faid Jack, “ they
fhall never defert through me; for
though I know this, as I am at pre-
fent out of employment, and have a
great refpect for the chara&er of a
gentleman f{oldier, I will enlit di-
retly in your fegiment.”-- A brave
fellow, indeed,” faid the fergeant ;
“ here, my boy, here is your money
and your cockade,” both which he
direétly prefented, for fear his re-
cruit (hould change his mind ; and
thus in a moment Little Jack be-
came a foldier. :
He had fcarcely time to feel him-
felf eafy in his new accoutrements,
before he was embarked for India
in
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in the charaéter of a marine. 'This

kind of life was entirely new to
Jack ; however, his ufual a&ivity
and fpirit of obfervation did not de-
fert him here, and he had not been
embarked many weeks, before he
was perfetly acquainted with all the
duty of a failor, and in that refpe&

: equal .
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equal o moft on board: It hiap-
pened that-the thip in'which he fail-
€d, touched at the Corro [flands, in
order to take in wood and water;
thefe are fome little iflaids near the
coft of Afiicd, inhabited by blacks.
Jack often went on fhore with the
officers, attending them ofi their
thooting parties to carry their powder
and fhot, and the game they killed.
Al this country confilts of very
lofty hills, covered with trees and
thrubs of various kinds, which ne-
ver lofe their leaves, from the per-
petual warmth of the = climate,
Through thefe it is frequently dif-
ficult' to force a way, and the hills

themfelves’ abound in precipices.
2 It
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It happened that one of the officers
whom Jack was attending upon a
fhooting party took aim at fome
great bird and brought it down;
but as it fell into a deep valley, over
fome rocks which it was impoffible
to defcend, they defpaired of gain-
ing their prey. Jack immediately,
with officious hafte, fet off and ran
down the more level fide of the bill,
thinking to make a ¢ircuit and reach
the valley into which the bird had
fallen. He fet off, therefore ; butas
he was totally ignorant of the coun-
try, he, in a fhort time, buried him-
felf fo deep in the wood, which grew
continually thicker, that’ he knew
not which way to proceed. He

then
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then thoughr it moft prudent to re-
turn; bat this he found as-difficult .
to effe® s the other. He there-
fore wandered about thie woods with
inconceivable difficulty all day, but
could never find his company, nor
even reach the thore, or obtain the
profpedt of ‘the fea. * At length the
niglit approached ; and Jack, who
perceived it to be impo[ﬁblé to do
that in the dark which he had ot
been ablé to effect in the light, lay
down undeér a rock, and compofed
himfelf to rétt, as well as fig was
able. The next day he rofe with the
light,atd orice more attempted tote-
gain tie fhore. But unfortunately he
had totally loft ‘a1l idea of the di-

rection
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retion he ought to purfue,.and faw
nothmg around him but the difmal
profpc& of woods and hills and
precipices, without a gt uide or pa.thr
Jack now began to be. very hungry;
but as he had a fowling-piece with
him, and powder and thot, he foon
procured hlmfclf a dmner, and
kindling a fire with fome dry leaves
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and fticks, he roafted his game upon
the embers, and dined as comfort-
ably as he could be expetted to do
in fo forlorn a fituation. Finding
him{elf much refrethed, he purfued
his journey, but with as little fuccefs
as ever.” On the third day he in-
deed came in fight of the fea, but
found that he was quite on a differ-
ent fide of theifland from that where
he bad left the thip, and that neither
fhip nor boat was to be feen. Jack
now loft all hopes of rejoining his
comrades, for he knew the thip was
to fail at fartheft upon the third day,
and would not wait for him. He’
therefore fac down very penfively
upon-a rock, and caft his eyes upon
the vaft extent of ocean which was

ftretcheg
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firetched out before him. He found
himfelf now abandoned upon a
ftrange country, without a fingle
friend, acquaintance, or even any
one who fpoke the fame language.
He at firlt thought of feeking out
the natives, and making known to
them his deplorable ftate; but he
began to fear the reception he might -
meet with among them. They
might not be pleafed, he thought,
with'his company, and might take
the liberty of treating him as the
white men generally treat the blacks
when they get them into their poffef-
fion ; that is, make him work hard
with very little viGtuals, and knock
him on the head if he attempted
H 1e
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to.run away., ¢ And therefore,” fays

Jack, as he was meditating altalone,;
‘it may, perhaps, be better for me:
to ftay quiet where [ am. It is true:
indeed, I fhajl. not' have much,
company, to, talk to, but then I fhall;

ha,ve,’nobody, to quarrel with me, or

baa, or laugh at my poor daddy and

mammy. Neither. do I at prefent

fee how I fhall. get a livelihood,
when my. powder and fhot -are

all. expended; but however L

fhall ‘hardly .be, ftarved, for [ifaw

feveral: kinds.. of fruit in, the

woods, and. fome roots which look

very much, like carrots.  As to

clothes, when mine wear out, I fhall

not . much want new ones; for the
weather
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weather is charmingly warm ; and
therefore, all ‘things confidered, I
don’t fec why I fhould not beas hap-
py here as in any other place.”—4
‘When Jack had finithed his fpeech
he fet himfelf to finding a lodging
for the night. He had not exami-
ned far before ke found a dry cavern
in arock, which he thought would
prove a very comfortable refidence:
He therefore went to work with an
hatchet he had with him, and cut
fome boughs of trees, which he
{pread uponthe floor, and over thofe
2 long filky kind of grafs, which he
found in plenty near the place, to
make himfelf a bed. His next care
was, how to fecure himfelf in cafe of

H 2 any
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any attack; for he did not know
whether the ifland contained any
wild beafts or not.. He therefore
cut ‘down feveral branches of trees,
and wove them into a kind of wic-
ker-work, as he had feen the mea
do hurdles when he lived with the
farmer: with this contrivance he
found he could very fecurely barri-
cade the entrance of his cave.. And
now, as the evening was again ap-
proaching, he began to feel himfelf
hungry, and feeking along the fea-
thore, he found fome (hell-fith,.
which fupplied him with a plentifal
meal. The next day Jack arofe, a
Httle melancholy indeed, but with a
refolution to ftruggle manfully with

the
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the difficulties of his fitvation. He
walked into the woods, and faw fev'
veral kinds of fruit and berries,
fome of which he ventured to eat,
as the birds had pecked them, and
found the tafte agreeable. He alfo
dug up feveral fpecies of roots, but
feared to tafte them, left they fhould
be poifonous.” At length, he fele@ted
one that very much refembled a
potatoe, and determined to roaft it
in the embers, and tafte a very
fmall bit. ““It can hardly,” thought
Jack, ¢ do me much hurt, info very
fmall a quanrity’; and if that agrees
with ‘me I will increafe the dofe.”
The root was fortunately extremely
wholefome and: nutritive; fo rthat

H 3 Jack
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Jack was in a very fhort time tolera-
bly fecure againft the danger of want-
ing food. In this manner did Jack
lead a kind of favage, but tolerably
contented life, for feveral months;
during which rime he enjoyed per-
fe& health, and was never difcover-
ed by any of the natives. - He ufed
feveral times a day to vific the fhore,
in hopes that fome fhip might pafs
that way, and deliver him from his
folitary imprifonment,  This, at
length, happened, by the boat of an
Englith fhip, that was failing to In-
dia, happening to touch upon the
coaft: Jack inftantlyhailed the crew;
and the officer, upon hearing the
ftory, agreed to receive him; the

captain
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captain too, when he found that
Jack was by no means a contempt-
ible failor, very willingly gave him
his paffage, and promifed him a gra-

tuity befides if he behaved well.
Jack arrived in {ndia without any
accident, and relating his ftory, was
permitted to ferve in another regis
ment,
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ment, as hisown was no longer there.
He foon diftinguithed himfelf by his
courage and good behaviour on fe-
veral occafions, and bhefore long was
advanced to the rank of a fergeant.
In this capacity, he was ordered out
upon an expedition into the remote
parts of the country. The little ar-
my in which he ferved now march-
ed on for feveral weeks, through a
burning climate, and in want of all
the neceffaries of life. At length
they entered upon fome extenfive
plains, which bordered upon the ce-
lebrated'country of the Tartars. Jack’ .
was perfeltly well acquainted with
the hiftory of this people, and their
method of fighting. He knew theme

to
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to be fome of tlie be(t horfemen in the!
world ; _indefatigable in their at-.
tacks; though often repulled, return~
ing to the charge; and not to be in-
vaded with impunity. He therefore
took the liberty of obferving to
fome of the officers, that nothing
could be more dangerous than their
rathly engaging themfelves in thofe
extenfive plains, where they were
every moment expofed to the at-
tacks of cavalry, without any fuc-
cefsful method of defence, or place:
of retreat, in cafe of any misfortune,
Thefe remonltrances were not much
attended to, and after a few hours
farther march, they were alarmed
by the approach of a confiderable

body
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body of Tartar horfemen. They

however drew up with all the order
they were. able, and firing feveral
fucceffive vollies, endeavoured to
keep the enemy at a diftance.  But
the Tartars: had no defign of doing"
that with a confiderable lofs, which
they were fure of doing with eafeand

fafety.
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fafety. Inftead therefore of charging
the Europeans, they contented them»
felves with giving continual alarnis,
and menacing them: on every fide,
without expofing themfelves to any
confiderable danger.; .The army
now attempted - to. retreaty  hoping
that they fhould be able to arrive
at the. neighbouring mountains,
where they would be fafe from-the
incurfions of the horfe.. But in this
attempt they were equally- difap-
pointed; for. another confiderable
body of encmies appeared-on'that
fide, and blocked their pafluge;
The Europeans now found they were
furrounded on- all fides, and that
refiftance was  vain.-  The com-

manding
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manding officer therefore judged
it expedient to try what could be
effected by negotiation, and fent
one of his officers, who underftood
fomething of the Tarrar language,
to treat with the general of the ene-
mies. The Tartar chief received
the Europeans with great civility,
and after having gently reproached
them with their ambition, n com-
ing fo far to invade a people who
had never injured them, he confent-
¢d upon very moderate conditions
to their enlargement. But he in-
filted upon having their arms deli-
vered up, except a very few which
he permitted them to keep for de-
fence in their return, and upon re-
taining

(=
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raining 4 certain number of Euro-
peansas hoftages for the performance
of the flipulated articles. Among
thofe who were thus left with the
Tartars Jack happened to be inclu-
ded ; and while all the relt feemed
inconfolable at being thus made
prifoners by a barbarous nation, he
alone, accuftomed to all the viciffi-
tudes of life, retained his cheertul-
nels, and prepared to meet every re-
verfe of fortune with his ufual firm-
nefs.

The Tartars, among whom Jack
. was now to'refide, conftitute {everal
different tribes or nations which ine
habit an immenfe extent of country
poth in Europe and Afia. Their

3 cougs
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country'is in general open and-uncul-
. tivated, without cities or towns, fuch
as we fee in' Englancf. The inha-
bitants themfelves are a- bold and
hardy race of men,that live in fmall
tents; and change their place of
abode with the different feafons of
the year. All their property confifts
in"herds of cautle;: which they drive
along with them-from placeto place,
and upon-whofe milk and fle(h they
fubfift;: They are particulatly fond
of horfes, of whichthey havea fmall
butexcellent- breed,- hardy and in-
defatigable for the-parpofes of war;
and- they excel in the management
of: them; beyond -what it is eafy to
conceive. Immenfe herds of thefe
animals
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animals wander loofe about the des
ferts, but marked with the particular
mark of the perfon or tribe to
which they belong. When .they
want any of thefe animals for ufe, a
certain number of their young men
jump upen their horfes with nothing
but an halter ro guide them, each
carrying in his hand a pole with a
noofe of cord at the end. When
they come in fight of the herd, they
purfue the horfe they wifh to take at
full fpeed, come up with him in fpite
of his f{wiftnefs, and never fail to
throw the noofe about his neck as he
runs. - They are frequently known
to jump upon young horfes that have
paffed their whole life in the defert,

1.2 ' and,
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and, with only a girth around the ani-
mal’s bodyto hold by, maintain theit
feat, in {pite of all his violent exer-
tioris, until they have wearied him
out and reduced him to perfect obe-
di:nce. Such was the nation with
whom the: lot of Jack was now to
refide, nor was he long before he had
an opportunity of fhowing his ta=
lents.

It happened that a favourite horfe
of the chief was taken with a violent
fever, and feemed to be in imme=
diate danger of death. The Kan, for.
fo he is called among the Tartars,
feeing his horfe grow houly worfe,
at length applied to the Europeans
to know if they could fuggeft'any

thing
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thing for his recovery. = All'the of-
ficers were profoundly ignorant of
farriery ; bot when the! application
was made to JacK, he defired to fee
the horfe, and with great gravity be-
gan to feel his pulfe, by paffing his
hand within tie animal’s’ fore-
leg; which gave the Tartars a very.
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high idea of hisingenuity.  Find-
ing the animal was in a high fever,
he propofed to the Kan to let him
blood, which he had learned to do
very dexteroufly in England. He
obtained permiffion to do as he pleaf-
ed, and having by great good luck
a lancet with him, he let him blood
very dexteroufly in the neck. After
this operation: he covered him up,
and gave him a warm potion
made out of fuch ingredients as he
could procure upon. the fpor, and
left him quiet. - In a few hours the
horfe began to mend, and, to the
great joy of the Kan, perfectly rece-
wered in a few days. This cure, fo
opportunely performed, raifed the

repu-
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reputation of Jack {o high, that eve-
ry body came to confult him about
their horfes, and in a fhort time he
was the univerfal farrier of the tribe.
The Kaa himfelf conceived fo great
an affection for him, that he gavehim
an excellent horfe to'ride upon and
attend him in his hutting-parties ;
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and Jack, who excelled in the art
horfemanthip, managed him fo well
as to gain the efteem of the whole
nation.

The Tartars, though they are
excellent horfemen, have no idea of
managing their horfes, unlefs by vi-
olence: but Jack in a fhort time;
by continual care and attention,
made his horfe {o docile and obedient
to every motion of his hand and leg,
that the Tartars themfelves would

, gaze upon him with admiration, and
allow themfelves to be outdone.
Not. contented wish this, he procu-
red fome iron, and made his horfe
fhoes in the European tafte : this al-
fo was matter of- aftonifhment to all

4 the
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the Tartars; who afe accultomed to
ride thicir horfes unthod. 'He next
obferved that the Tartar {addlesare
all prodigioufly large and cumber-
fome, raifing the horfeman up to a
great diftance from the back of his
horfe. Jack fet himfelf to work,
and was not long before he had com-
pleted fomething like an Englith
hanting faddle, on which he paraded
before the Kan. All mankind feem
to have a paffion for novelty; andthe
Kan was fo delighted with this ef-
fort of Jack’s ingenuity, " that, after
paying him the higheft compliments,
he intimated a defire of having fuch
a faddle for himfelf. = Jack was the
moft obliging creature in the world,

and
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and fpared no labour to ferve his
fiiends ; he went to work again, and
in a fhort time completed a faddle
ftiil '~ more elegant for the Kan.
Thefe exertions gained him the fa-
vaurand efteem both of the Kan and
all the tribe ; fo that Jack was anuni-
ve:fal favourite and loaded with pre-
fents, , while all the reft of the offi<
cers, who had neverlearned to make
a {addle or an horfe-fhoe, wereg treat-
cd with contempt and indifference.
Jack, indeed, behaved with the
greateft generofity to his country-:
men; and divided with them all the
mutton and venifon which were gi-
ven him; but he could not help
fometimes obferving, that it was

; great
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great pity they had not learned
to ‘make an horfe-thoe inftead of
dancing and drefling hair.

And now an ambaflador arrived
from the Engli[h' fettlements, with
an account that all the conditions of
the treaty had been performed, and
demanding the reftitution of the
prifoners. The Tartar chief was

" too much a'man of honour to delay
aninftant, and they wereallreftored;
burt before they fet out, Jack labour-
ed' with indefatigable zeal to finith
a couple of faddles; and a dozen
hotfe-fhoes, which he prefented to
the Kan, with many expreffions of
gratitude. The Kan was charmed
with this proof of his affe@ion, and

in
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in return made him a prefent of 3
couple of fine horfes, and feveral
valuable fkins of beafts.  Jack ar-
rived without any accident at the
Englith fettlements, and felling his
fkins and horfes, found himfelf in
pofleffion of a:moderate fum of mo-
ney. He nowbegan to bave a de-
fire to return to England ; and one
of the officers, who had often been
obliged to him during his captivity,
procured him a difcharge. He
embarked therefore, with all his
property, on board a fhip, which
was ren;rning home, and ina few
monihs was laf‘.ly landed at Ply-
mouth.

Byt
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But Jack was too aftive and teo
prudent to give him{elf up to idle-
nefs.  After confidering ‘variou‘s,
fchemes of bufinefs, he determined
to take up his old trade of forging’;
and for that purpofe made a journey
into the North, and found his old
mafter alive, and as a&tive as ever.

: K His .

a¥
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Hismafter, whohadalwaysentertain-
ed an efteem for Jack, welcomed him
with great affettion, and being in
want of a foreman, he engaged him,
at a very handfome price, for that
place.. Jack was now indefatigable
in the execution of his new office :
inflexibly honeft where the interefts
of his mafter were concerned, and at
the fame time humane and obliging
to the men who were under him, he
gained the affection of all about him.
In afew years, his mafter was fo
thoroughly convinced of his merit,
that, growing old himfelf, he took
Jack into partnerfhip, and commit-
ted the management of the whole
bufinefs to his care, He continued -

to
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to -exert the fame qualities now
which he had done before, by which
means he improved the bufinefs fo
much, as to gain a confiderable for-
tune, and become one of the moft
refpectable manufacturers in the
country.—But with all this profpe-
rity, he never difcovered the leaft
pride or haughtinefs ; on the contra-
1y, he employed part of his fortune
to purchafe the moor where he had
formerly lived, and built himfelf a
{mall but convenient houfe, upon
the very {pot where his daddy’s hut
had formerly ftood. Hither he
would fometimes retire from bufi-
nefs, and cultivate his garden with
his own hands, for he hated idlenefs.

R To
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‘To all his poor neighbours he was
kind and liberal, relieving them in
their diftrefs, and often entertaining

them
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them at his houfe, where he ufed to
dine with them, with the greateft
affability, and frequently relate his
own ftory ; in order to prove thatitis :
of very little confequence how a man
comes into the world, provided he
behaves well, and difcharges his du- .
ty when he is in irt. 3
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